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The Fire-Eaters 

By David S. Heidler & Jeanne T. Heidler 

Resources 

If you can read only one book 

Author  Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Heidler, David S.  Pulling the Temple Down: The Fire-Eaters 

and the Destruction of the Union. 

Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, 1994. 

 

Books 

Author Title. City: Publisher, Year. 

Allmendinger, David F.  Ruffin: Family and Reform in the Old South. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 1990. 

Brugger, Robert J.  Beverley Tucker: Heart Over Head in the 

Old South. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 1978. 

Channing, Steven A. Crisis of Fear: Secession in South Carolina. 

New York: Simon and Schuster, 1970. 

Cooper, Edward S.  Louis Trezevant Wigfall: The Disintegration 

of the Union and the Collapse of the 

Confederacy. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh 

Dickinson University Press, 2012. 

Davis. William C. Rhett: The Turbulent life and Times of a 

Fire-Eater. Columbia: University of South 

Carolina Press, 2001. 

Faust, Drew Gilpin  A Sacred Circle: The Dilemma of the 

Intellectual in the Old South, 1840-1860. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1977. 
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Freehling, William W.  The Road to Disunion: Vol. 1: Secessionists 

at Bay, 1776-1854. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1990. 

———. The Road to Disunion: Vol. 2: Secessionists 

Triumphant, 1854-1861. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2007. 

Hamer, Philip May The Secession movement in South Carolina, 

1847-1852. Allentown, PA: H. Ray Haas & 

Co., 1918.  

Heidler, David S. &Jeanne T. Heidler, eds. The Encyclopedia of the American Civil 

War: A Political. Social, and Military 

History. 5 vols. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-

CLIO, 2000. 

Jennings, Thelma  The Nashville Convention: Southern 

Movement for Unity, 1848-1851. Memphis: 

Memphis State University Press, 1980. 

King, Alvy L.  Louis T. Wigfall: Southern Fire-Eater. Baton 

Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 

1970. 

Link, William A.  Roots of Secession: Slavery and Politics in 

Antebellum Virginia. Chapel Hill: University 

of North Carolina Press, 2003.  

May, Robert E.  John A. Quitman: Old South Crusader. 

Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University 

Press, 1995. 

Ratner, Lorman A. & Dwight L. Teeter Fanatics and Fire-Eaters: Newspapers and 

the Coming of the Civil War. Urbana and 

Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003. 

Scarborough, William K., ed. The Diary of Edmund Ruffin. 2 vols. Baton 

Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 

1976. 

Shanks, Henry T.  The Secession Movement in Virginia, 1847-

1861. Richmond: Garrett & Massie 1934. 

Walther, Eric H.  The Fire-Eaters. Baton Rouge: Louisiana 

State University Press, 1992. 

———. William Lowndes Yancey and the Coming of 

the Civil War. Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 2006. 

White Laura A.  Robert Barnwell Rhett: Father of Secession. 

New York & London: The Century 

Company, 1931. 
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Organizations 

 

Web Resources 

URL Name and description 

http://djheidler.com/  This is the website of David S. and Jeanne T. 

Heidler, American Historians. It includes 

information on their publications, their blog 

on American history and their monthly 

newsletter on American history to which you 

may subscribe to automatically receive the 

newsletters as they are published. 

 

 

Other Sources 

 

Scholars 

Name Email 

David S. Heidler david@djheidler.com 

Jeanne T. Heidler jeanne@djheidler.com  
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